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Church proved too narrow for acceptance by
those who had given themselves to the furious,
though diverse, beliefs..of Puritan revelation. To
foreigners these,presented.a.bewildering variety.
There were Anabaptists who believed in the ex-
tinction, of rank; Libertines who held that sin
was only an opinion; Adamites at whose weddings
bride and bridegroom wore only a girdle of leaves;
Brownists who regarded church bells as popish
inventions and broke into prophecy after sermons,
and Sabbatarians who believed that divine reve-
lation had been exclusively vouchsafed to Robert
Dogs, the London coal-man. "The common
people/5 observed an astonished foreigner, "enjoy
a liberty which is incredible, every man following
that religion and those rites which most suit his
fancy." Yet the followers of all these varied
creeds had two things in common: all loathed the
Church of Rome and all believed implicitly that
they alone were in the right.5

Most powerful of the Nonconformist sects
were the Presbyterians, whose quarrel with
Anglicanism centred round the question of
Church government. At the Restoration it was
hoped that they might be induced to conform to
a creed which in its essential beliefs differed little
from their own, but their dislike of bishops
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